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Surg Unit

The United Way campaign began July 30 and will run through August 24. Covenant HealthCare will again serve as 
a pacesetter for the United Way’s giving season. All employed physicians should have a pre-printed card. All other 
physicians can use a blank one from Human Resources.

Get ready! Doctors Day is Friday, March 29 and we will be celebrating Covenant physicians in the white, grand tent, in the 
Cooper physician parking lot. Enjoy made-to-order omelettes from 6:30-11:30 am. This year marks the 80th anniversary 
of National Doctor’s Day. We think Covenant physicians are All-Stars, who “Get their game on” every day by providing our 
patients with extraordinary care. Let’s celebrate! 

Heparin Transition from ED to IP Pharmacy Consult:
ECC Heparin orders are not being transferred from the ED physician to the Inpatient Physician resulting in untimely labs 
such as TaPTTs and platelet monitoring. A Consult pharmacy order will be added to the ED Heparin order. By Pharmacy 
initiating the Inpatient Heparin Order set and overseeing this Heparin transition to the floor, this will allow timely TaPTT’s, 
proper platelet monitoring and many other orders that do not exist in the ED Heparin Order panel. 

VTE Best Practice Alert
A VTE BPA (Best Practice Alert) will go live in September and will fire for patients at risk (VTE score of two or more) when 
no prophylaxis is ordered. Our VTE Prophylaxis rates are still low, impacting quality of care for our patients. Additionally, 
this impacts our VTE Core Measures and the VTE Blue Cross Collaborative scores. 

Joel Knaack, DO, of Hospital Medicine, is the Covenant HealthCare physician of the month for August 2013. Board 
certified in internal medicine, he joined Covenant’s Hospital Medicine program in 2009. Congratulations, Dr. Knaack!

Covenant Physician of the Month

SM Jamalvi, MD, Hospital Medicine, Covenant Hospital Medicine Program, 1447 N. Harrison, Saginaw. The phone 
number is 989.583.4220.
Bala Sundara Ponnam, MD, Hospital Medicine, Office: Covenant Hospital Medicine Program, 1447 N. Harrison, 
Saginaw. The phone number is 989.583.4220.
Mohammad Saleh, MD, Hospital Medicine Covenant Hospital Medicine Program, 1447 N. Harrison, Saginaw. The phone 
number is 989.583.4220.
Ahmad Waseef, MD, Nephrology, Kidney & Hypertension Consultants, 800 Cooper, Suite 2, Saginaw. The phone number 
is 989.607.0590.

Molina Medicaid has made a clarification of the “prior authorization” process. Covenant Healthcare is exempt from the 
Non-Par requirement that was listed on the prior authorization grid that went into effect July 1, 2013. Therefore, if the 
authorization grid lists a service as “not needing authorization”, it will not be required. At this time Molina is educating their 
staff with this update. The Molina prior authorization guide can be found on the Molina Healthcare providers website under 
the “forms” tab. If you have questions, please contact Patricia Ball RN at 989.583.6477.

Clarification of Molina Medicaid Prior Authorization

PHI Disposal
As a reminder, please be sure to properly dispose of any protected-health-information (PHI). For your convenience,  
shredder bins have been provided. They are conveniently located in the Physician Lounges, beneath the printer and 
adjacent to the mailboxes. Proper PHI disposal is important to the privacy and safety of our patients and in accordance 
with HIPAA requirements.


